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The Beacon
From the President
by Barry Stuart

We hope you are enjoying your summer, and able to take
advantage of our beautiful lake and all the amenities here at
Keowee Key.
One concern your board and many owners have had, is the re
department response time. In many cases it has taken as long as
20 minutes for the re trucks to arrive with the re department only
a couple of miles away.
The procedure when an alarm goes o is as follows:
• The alarm is monitored by Priority One who then noti es the
911 Dispatch.
• The Dispatch then noti es the re department, by regulation
this is to be done in one minute.
• The re department then dispatches the appropriate equipment,
and again, this is to be done in one minute.
Priority One has been out and run tests, and now suspect the
problem is in the communication equipment we have. They are in
the process of installing new antennas and will see how much
improvement this makes.
We appreciate the attention you have been paying to the “new”
parking system. Because during these vacation months many
residents, owners and renters have second vehicles needing
parking, we try to limit contractor work in the condos until after
Labor Day to only those needed for repairs.
One other issue I need to bring to your attention is trash. Many
residents ignore the cardboard requirements. If you are unable to
take them to the Keowee Key recycle area inside the East Gate
(open 24/7) or the Convenience Center about 5 miles north of the
North gate then please break them down and put them in plastic
bags.
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Reminder:
ALL cardboard MUST be
broken down and bagged prior
to placing in trash rooms. NO
construction trash is allowed.
Failure to comply may incur an
owner recycling fee.
Also, please see the info about
aging water heaters on page 5.
For a full list of Tall Ship Policies,
please refer to the Handbook at the
URL below.

http://www.tallshipscondos.com/
resources.html

Continued on Page 2

2022 Board of Directors
President - Barry Stuart, 491 TSD #229, (864) 944-5735, barstu@juno.com
Vice President* - Kevin Botsford, 503 TSD Unit #305, (410) 303-0255, Kbotsford3@comcast.net
Secretary - Starr McKinney, 491 TDS Unit #330, (864) 630-6946, lovelocalupstatesc@gmail.com
Treasurer - Frank Aaron, 519 TSD Unit #317, (478) 442-4727, faaron548@outlook.com
At-Large - Gary Crumbley, 503 TSD, Unit #204, (404) 274-5642, garycrumbley@yahoo.com
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*See Editor’s Note on page 3

Please do not deposit trash anywhere else in the common areas, eg. outside the trash room door or in the
unlocked elevator rooms on the upper oors. Because of this abuse your board is considering adding video
equipment, which of course will be another budgeted expense.
Your continued cooperation with these matters is greatly appreciated, and, again, we hope you are able to
enjoy the Tall Ship and Keowee Key experience this summer.

Maintenance & Janitorial Report
Here are some highlights of the things happening around the property. If you have a speci c need or request, please
ll out a Maintenance Request Form (page 26 of 2021 Handbook) and send to Foothills at the email address on the back
page of this publication.
SPOT PAINTING: Clipper painting is still in progress, the back decks will be completed after work on the walkways is
completed. For future rail painting, Foothills will reach out to Commercial Contractors for quotes.
BACK DECK PAINTING: Sq. Rigger and Schooner still have deck railings scheduled to paint.

STUCCO AND COLUMN REPAIRS: Currently waiting on better weather to begin work on short columns located at
Clipper, Yawl, and Schooner.

PARKING LOT LIGHTING: We are still waiting on Duke Energy
ELEVATORS: Door operators will be the next upgrade. Foothills met with a representative of Otis Elevator to discuss
the door operator replacement.
GUTTER CLEANING: Gutters have been cleaned twice this year, and will be cleaned again in September.
PRESSURE WASHING: The front walkways were pressure washed in July.
CRAWLSPACE DEHUMIDIFIERS: Dehumidi ers have been purchased and installed in Clipper. The 5 remaining
dehumidi ers are being ordered to install at Frigate.
ROCK ART REPAIRS: Some of the buildings have rock art that’s in need of repairs. Rock art is the pebbled section of
the entryways. Foothills is obtaining quotes for these repairs.
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From the President (Continued)

CALENDAR

New Owners

2022 Upcoming BOD Meetings

Tall Ship
Welcomes You!
Unit 215

August 8
September 12
October 10
November 14
Annual Meeting - December 11

Unit 225

Tall ship Board of Directors meetings are held the second Tuesday

Unit 202

James & Susan Snyder
James & Rita Isom
Annica Conrad

Unit 306

Calvin & Casey Hurst

Social Committee Report

Unit 320

By Sylvia Stuart

Michael & Nicole Mastro

Unit 333

I cannot believe that July is almost over. We had a good turnout for
the Kentucky Derby party, and we had good food and fun in spite of
the strange nal results. Check out the photos throughout this
newsletter. There are so many activities for residents in Keowee Key,
and at the Club’s 70’s Disco party, Tall Ship had a good turnout
learning new dance steps and dressing up in 70’s out ts for the event.

Shannon & Dorelly Herford

We are planning a Tall Ship social activity for September or October;
and, of course, we are planning to have some activity in conjunction
with our Annual Meeting. That event will depend on what the Club will
be able to o er.
We have had some suggestions for an
event; and if you have suggestions,
please let me know. In the past we
have had shu eboard parties, beach
parties and wine and cheese events.
Stay tuned!
Sylvia Stuart
sylstu@juno.com
864-944-5735
Social Committee Members:
Sylvia Stuart, Chair & Susan Harnett

Editor’s Note:
The TS Board is pleased
to announce that Kevin
Botsford (Unit 305) has
accepted and been
appointed the Vice
President position to
replace exiting VP Dale
Blazek. Kevin’s contact
info is on the rst page of
this publication.
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Landscape Report
by Starr McKinney

The landscape committee met this month to discuss plans on enhancing the landscaping within Tall Ship. It
was agreed that the work done by volunteers certainly helped with overall beauti cation of our community
and now that beds had been cleaned out, we should look at getting more owering plants to add color. The
committee discussed several plant options that would deter deer and carpenter bees along with how
bene cial it is to use native plants when possible to keep maintenance costs at a minimum. The following
are some of the plants considered and the committee will now be getting prices to prepare for planting this
fall.
Butter y Milkweed, Eastern Purple Cone ower, Mint, Russian Sage, Columbine, Black-Eyed Susan, Allium,
Rose of Sharon, Yew, Dwarf Pencil Point Juniper, Azaleas, and Dwarf Crepe Myrtles
Due to budget constraints we hope that residents will donate their time &amp;/or money to help with this
project. We have scheduled the following days/times for community work days:
•
•
•
•

October 22 8am-1pm
November 5 8am-1pm
November 19 8am-1pm
December 3 8am-1pm

While owers and shrubs can be planted by volunteers to save money, there remain several trees that need
to be removed along with excessive underbrush behind the units. At this time bids are being solicited to
remove the large magnolia that has grown up into the crepe myrtles, along with a bid to trim back the crepe
myrtles along Tall Ship Drive. Again, this work will be done in the fall to protect the plants. Other trees that
are touching roofs will need to be considered for removal and bids will be solicited accordingly. The large
oak behind Square Rigger has now been removed (see photos on Page 2) and bids are out to have
roundup applied behind units to keep weeds and saplings under control.
The committee has also created an annual landscape/maintenance plan to solicit bids for the coming year.
This plan will have contractors price speci c items so that we can better make recommendations as to how
work will be done. The overall goal is to provide for more routine maintenance to keep from having bigger
expenses down the road.
Finally, I am happy to announce that Susan Harnett has agreed to take on the role of Landscape
Committee Chair. This will enable me to be more active, along with other committee members, as we begin
to be more involved with CARE and work diligently to protect and enhance our property values. Thank you,
Susan and to everyone else on our committee for your time and energy.
Starr McKinney
Landscape Committee
Members:
Susan Harnett-Chair
Sylvia Stuart
Priscilla Aaron
Starr McKinney
Susan Bledsoe
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News & Notes
UNIT INSURANCE:
Tall Ship reviews the HOA
insurance on the buildings and grounds annually.
Owners should periodically review their unit insurance
needs. This is especially important if you make any
significant upgrades to your unit, furnishings, or
personal belongings. Please review the Areas of
Responsibility chart listed in the Handbook to help
determine if your insurance adequately meets your
needs. Also, owners who rent should have renters
protection.

leakage recently caused damage to several units and
some structural damage. This is expensive for both
the unit owners and the association.
It is
recommended owners invest in a service plan to keep
the unit HVAC in good repair.

CARDBOARD AND CONSTRUCTION TRASH IN
TRASH ROOMS: Cardboard and boxes being left in
trash rooms is a continuing problem. ALL cardboard &
boxes that are thrown in the trash rooms must be
broken down and bagged, or preferably, taken to the
KK or Stamp Creek recycle center.
Also, NO
construction trash is allowed in our trash rooms.
Construction trash and debris must be taken to the
landfill. Tall Ship pays by the pound for trash disposal.
Known violators will incur a fine, and continuance of
this issue may force the Board to assess a monthly
recycling fee for ALL owners and/or add security
cameras to the trash rooms.

ILLEGAL TREE CUTTING: There have been several
incidents of trees, limbs, and other vegetation being
cut without Board approval or by a certified entity.
Cutting trees without a Landscape Request and
approval is a violation of Policy and may incur fines. All
tree cutting needs to be approved by both KK CARE
and the TS Board.
Cutting trees and branches
indiscriminately presents a hazard to residents and a
liability to Tall Ship. It may also damage the tree,
costing more money to have it properly cut and
cleaned up. The Board will not approve tree cutting for
the sole purpose of improving one’s view.

WATER HEATER LIFESPAN: Water Heaters have an
average lifespan of 12 years. Old water heaters pose a
serious risk to your and your downstairs neighbors
units, the crawlspace, and storage cages. Water
heaters that leak or break can dump hundreds of
gallons over time causing major water damage to the
structures below. Spring is a good time to check the
age of your unit’s water heater. You can use the serial
number of the unit to determine the age. This link will
help: https://hotwatersolutionsnw.org/news/how-oldis-my-water-heater

CHILD SUPERVISION:
The Board has recently
passed a policy requiring that all children be
supervised by an adult when on Tall Ship common
property.

OWNER’S RESPONSIBILITIES: It is incumbent upon
all owners to know, understand, and comply with the
Association’s rules and By-Laws. This means that
owners are required to read the Handbook and any
other pertinent documents or communications.
Owner’s also need to ensure their renters and guests
know and comply with the rules. Ignorance is not a
valid excuse for avoiding fines for rules violations. A
copy of the pertinent documents can be found here:
H T T P : / / W W W . TA L L S H I P S C O N D O S . C O M /
RESOURCES.HTML

HVAC MAINTENANCE: The Board would like to
remind owners that the HVAC system in your unit
should be inspected and serviced regularly. An HVAC

5

The Beacon - July 2022

Architecture Report
by Gary Crumbley

NOISE-NOISE-NOISE!
One of the major complaints the Architecture Review Committee receives is about NOISE. Noise during construction
and when construction has completed. While we have measures, we can take during construction; after construction
it’s much more di cult.
The main complaint is footstep noise from the above units (The good news is we haven’t received these complaints
from 3rd oor unit owners). That still leaves most of our owners at the mercy of their upstairs neighbors. Even though
noise dampening is required for ooring; there are many variations of ooring being used today and the level of noise
dampening protection also varies. Some ooring does a very good job while others do not. Here are a few things we
all can do to improve the situation; simply remember you may have neighbors living below you.
When walking across your oor try to walk slowly and lightly; wearing soft shoe or even house slippers while hanging
around you home will greatly dampen the noise. Walking barefooted causes the maximum amount of noise to be
transferred through your oor and through to your neighbor’s ceiling.
If you expecting to have small children in your unit, please be mindful that running across the oors can also transfer
more noise than think.
If you are renting your unit: Please include a letter asking them to also me mindful of foot noise and perhaps follow
some of the above recommendations.
We realize that we can’t eliminate all the foot noise completely but if we just follow a few of these suggestions it will
make the time spent in our homes more enjoyable.
Thanks, Gary Crumbley
For a complete list of rules, requirements, and the forms, download the document from our website at:
http://www.tallshipscondos.com/resources.html and click on Design Review Application

Tall Ship Represents!
70s Disco Party
On July 9 as part of Keowee Key’s 50th
anniversary celebrations, The Club held a
70s Disco Party. Complete with a mirrored
Disco Ball, dual dance oors, and a rockin’
DJ, we danced the night away. A large group
of us learned the Night Fever Dance and
performed it twice that night. It was great
fun! Several Tall Ship residents were there.
Here are a couple of photos, and there are
some additional photos on the back page. I
would like to thank all our photo contributors
this month: Barry Stuart, Sylvia Stuart, Starr
McKinney, & Valorie Crumbley.
Olimpia

The Beacon - July 2022

fl

fl

fl

fl

fl

fl

fl

ffi

fl

6

expenses for this year for landscaping, painting on the
Clipper building, elevator upgrades and
dehumidi cation. Budgeting of future annual capital
expenses should be expected to be larger than these
expenses have been in recent years which re ects our
aging buildings.
New Payment Methods Available:
The Board has recently approved two new payment
methods for owners of all fees and assessments. If an
owner wishes to pay for fees and/or assessments by
credit card, a 3% processing fee would be charged in
addition to the payment amount.

by Frank Aaron
Account Balances:
At the midway point of our year, the TSHOA continues
to be in good nancial position. The cash position
totals $399,700 with $147,994 in the Operating
Account, $53,929 in the Assessment Account, $97,777
in the Capital Account and $100,000 in the Bad Debt
Account.
The Operating Account expenses are in line with
budgeted amounts with the exception of non-contract
elevator repair expense which is over budget by $5,673
due to some replacement parts not covered by the
elevator maintenance contract. This re ects our aging
elevators and the need to budget higher amounts for
this expense in the future.
General Building
Maintenance and Stucco Maintenance expenses are
both well under budget, but should see planned
expenses increase in both areas in the last 6 months of
the year.

Another new payment method approved is payment
thru the "Automated Clearing House" whereby the
owner's bank automatically transfers the payment to
the TSHOA account with no check being written and a
at fee of $1.95 per transaction is charged.
If any owner wishes to establish either method of
p a y m e n t , p l e a s e c o n t a c t F o o t h i l l s P ro p e r t y
Management to make the necessary arrangements.
If you have any questions regarding our HOA nances,
please contact me at the email or number listed on the
rst page of this publication.
Please remember to pay your Regime Fees or Special
Assessments by the Due Date.
Regime Fees of $875 Due Each:
July 1 & October 1

January 1, April 1,

Special Assessment of $895 Due Each: February 1,
May 1, August 1 & November 1

Assessment Account:
The Assessment Account, which funds the loan
payments for the window replacement project, contains
over 5 months of loan payments amount. This account
is well funded, as our loan balance has been reduced to
$682,658 with 36 owners remaining on this loan. The
payo amount, if received by 7/20/2022, is $19,162.71
for any remaining owner.

Payments by check should be made payable and
mailed to:
Tall Ship HOA, P.O. Box 111, Clemson, SC 29633

Capital Account:
The Capital Account re ects $16,500 spent on
Landscaping Improvements to date, along with
$147,628 on roo ng of two buildings and $29,746 on
painting the Clipper building.
There still remains
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Treasurer’s Report

Tall Ship Represents! 70s Disco Party
(More Photos)

This Month’s Contributors
Barry Stuart, President
Barry has been a full-time resident since 1995. He has a BS in Textile
Engineering and 25 years with a textile machinery company in
Greenville. He has served on the Tall Ship Board for many years.
Frank Aaron, Treasurer
Frank served forty years as a healthcare administrator in organizations
in NC, GA and TN. He has owned his TS condo for 16 years and has
been a full-time resident the past 9 years. Frank has also served on
the TS Board for 6 years in various positions.
Sylvia Stuart, Social & Landscape Committees
Sylvia is the wife of President Barry Stuart. She is very active in the
Tall Ship community, her roles include the Social Committee and
Landscape Committee
Starr McKinney, Landscape Committee
Starr is a fairly recent resident of Tall Ship and lives in the Square
Rigger building. She is very active in the Tall Ship community and is a
member of the Landscape Committee.
Gary Crumbley, Member At-Large, Architecture Committee
Gary lives in the Schooner Building and recently became a Board
member. He is very active on the Architecture Committee as well.
Gary worked for a public utility for 36 years and was in the Marine
Corps for eight years.

1017 Tiger Boulevard,
Clemson 864-654-1000
Open M-F, 8:30 am - 5 pm
Mail to:
P.O. Box 111
Clemson, SC 29633
For inquiries regarding a
variety of issues, from pest
control to billing to
maintenance, contact
Foothills Management
directly or via e-mail at
info@clemsonhousing.com

Tall Ship Homeowner’s Association: http://www.tallshipscondos.com
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